TESTIMONY

Jesus was the master story teller.  Some might remember the stories of The Good Samaritan and Rich Man and Lazarus.  Jesus used stories because He knew they would relate to his hearers.  They would keep their attention and be able to make His point about spiritual matters by sharing a story in the natural.  In the same way, this is what makes your story or testimony an effective tool for sharing spiritual truths.
What is a testimony? 
A story or testimony is sharing ones personal experience with God to another.  It is how God has changed you and worked through you.  It is really His story.  In it you are sharing about God’s power, love, goodness and faithfulness in your life.  People who were effective in sharing their stories were the Apostle Paul in Acts 26 and the women at the well in John 4.

Types of Testimonies

Types of testimonies you can have are: salvation, healing, marriage, finances, overcoming hate, fear, unforgiveness, anger, lust, etc.

The Right Now Testimony – It is the one everyone should have.  What God is doing in your life!  Can anyone briefly share that now?  This is the one the servant had.  It was a testimony of God’s guidance and provision.

Why Use Your Testimony?
1) People can relate to a real person, real God.

2) Demonstrate God is personal, providential or caring and powerful.

3) It is subjective.  No one can deny your experience.  They may try, but it is your experience.  Blind man healed, John 9:25

4) Enables people to transfer their trust. (See Servant in Genesis 24)

5) It is something everyone can do.

6) Sharing breaks down defenses and opens them up when you share personal stories.

Power of Testimony
Rev. 12:11  The Bible says it is power to overcome the enemy.  It is on the level of the Blood of the Lamb and your willingness to die for Christ.  It is the power of God intervening in a frail human life and transforming it.

1) It solidifies, establishes what God has done in your life.

2) It extinguishes the fiery darts of doubt and unbelief.

3) It stakes your claim as a member of the Kingdom of God.

Why Write it Out?
1) Help you to be concise and communicate as effectively as possible.

2) Uses more of the senses – eyes, ears. 

3) Power in the written word.  People will read it when alone and have time.  This is where God can speak to them.

4) It can go where you can’t

5) It can be multiplied to several

6) Jesus died on the cross so you could have this testimony.  It is worth the time and effort to write and share it the best you possibly can.

SALVATION TESTIMONY

Salvation Testimony has 3 parts: Before Christ, Meeting Christ, Since I met Christ.  
1) Know your audience

2) Don’t over emphasize the bad, especially to someone who believes they are saved through good works.  What will be their response?  “You needed to get saved.”

3) Don’t use Christian lingo.  What would be some phrases to avoid?  I was washed in the blood, the Holy Ghost sanctified me.  How would you share?  God forgave me.  He lifted my guilt and shame from me.

4) Do ask for 5 minutes to share you story.  Keep to the 5 minutes.

5) Do ask them if they also would like to be forgiven.

6) Do ask is there anything that would keep you from saying that prayer?

Practical: Testimonies and Evaluations
Your testimony need not be super dramatic (ex. “I was a drug pusher and a mass murderer before coming to Christ . . .”) as most people can’t personally relate to such a story.  A simple, but honest appraisal of yourself before Christ may be much more effective than you realize.  The following is an example you may like to use as a basic starting idea for your own testimony tract.  (See attached testimonies)
